CARRERA 
356 A / 1500 GS 


Pete Thacher, 
Potomac Region 


at Marlboro 
Washington Post Phot 








ttl VOLUME 1 
» DEC. 1955 











IT’S YOUR BABY 


Now hear this! Your Editors of ‘‘Porsche Panorama’”’ 


are NOT sports car genii, Porsche professionals nor 
mechanical experts on the flat-four. We are Porsche 
owners like yourselves who are intensely interested in 
our ‘‘inverted soup spoons’’...as ‘‘Time’”’ indelicately 
labelled our proud possessions. We are crazy about 
the little immigrants! We curse them profoundly when 
something goes awry in their vitals...ofttimes as a re- 
sult of our own misdemeanors. We lament the loss of 
‘ta member of the family’’ when their derrieres are 
hoisted heavenward in some garage awaiting the arrival 
of an obscure part from Stuttgart auf Main. We rally 
‘em, race 'em, and carry groceries in em. In other 
words, we are those fellows with whom you exchange 
horn or light signals on the highways and byways of 
the U. S. 


‘*Porsche Panorama”’ is being launched with con- 
siderable humility in light of this background. We hope 
to learn as much...and more...from you about the marque 
Porsche, technical problems, rallies, etc. as we can 
impart to you at the moment. That is why we have 
chosen the title ‘‘Porsche Panorama’”’ for the bulletin 
of the Porsche Club of America. 


Webster defines a ‘‘panorama”’ as ‘‘A wide, ex- 
tended view in every direction; complete outlook on a 
region; a scene passing continuously before the vision; 
a picture of within a certain area observed from a cen- 
tral point; a lanscape unfolding of scenery from all 
sides’’. In this case, you and the Porsche will be the 
focal points. 


Our objective is for ‘‘Porsche Panorama’’ to serve 
as a clearing house for information to Porsche owners. 
The bulletin was conceived and is designed to reflect 
YOUR interests, YOUR problems, YOUR activities. 
Nothing is too trivial or too technical. If we don’t 
know the answers (and we frequently won't), publiciz- 
ing the problem in ‘‘Porsche Panorama’’ may produce 
the answer from another Porsche owner or from the fac- 
tory. If you know something that others may not, or 
have something of interest to report, don’t conceal your 
light under a bushel. For der Porsche’s sake, write it 
up and send it in! Pictures, reports on competition, 
social events, technical articles...anything...will be 
welcomed and used wherever possible. 


Our other objectives include putting you in touch 
with other Porsche owners, encouraging organized 
activities and promoting the marque with dealers, other 
sports car clubs and the public...for our mutual benefit. 


One last comment to clear the air of any possible 
misunderstanding about the objectives of the Porsche 
Club of America. We, sitting here in the nation’s 
capital, do not feel that we are gods speaking from Mt. 
Olympus. The PCA isn’t going to attempt to dictate 
over your personal or organized activities. If you 
want to race on retreads, for example, our only con- 
cern is: (1) Avoiding the event in which you are com- 
peting, and (2) Where do we send the flowers. 
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‘GRIPE GROUP GETS GROWING PAINS 


The Porsche Club of America has grown out of the 
first original get-together gripe sessions of a few 
Porsche owners in Washington, D. C. As members of 
other sports car clubs, we did not seem to find, with 
them, the answers to the particular service and other 
problems that seem to beset Porsche-Pushers. This 
was last May and since then, week by week, the 
‘*gripe-group’’ grew until in August we formally or- 
ganized as the Porsche Club of America. 


Although we had heard rumors of other Porsche 
Owners groups in the country, we could not track them 
down and only recently have learned of a Porsche 
Owners Club in Los Angeles and another in Pitts- 
burgh. While these clubs are now purely local in na- 
ture and purpose, perhaps they will, in future, wish to 
share in a national club effort. It has been our belief 
from the beginning, that a Porsche Club should be for 
the benefit of al! Porsche owners wherever they may 
be. And since there are so many owners in isolated 
areas, any successful Porsche Club must operate on a 
national basis. With this in mind, a draft of a consti- 
tution was prepared, and the Porsche Club of America 
registered in the District of Columbia as a non-profit 
corporation. Following is an excerpt from the con- 
stitution: 


ARTICLE Il. OBJECTIVES 


The members of this club are joined together and 
are mutually pledged to the furtherance and promotion 
of the following: 


a. The highest standards of courtesy and safety on 
the roads. 

b. The enjoyment and sharing of goodwill and 
fellowship engendered by owning a Porsche and 
engaging in such social and other events as 
may be agreeable to the membership. 

c. The maintenance of the highest standards of 
operation and performance of the marque by 
sharing and exchanging technical and mechani- 
cal information. 

d. The establishment and maintenance of mutually 
beneficial relationships with the Porsche 
Works, Porsche Dealers, and Service sources to 
the end that the marque shall prosper and con- 
tinue to enjoy its unique leadership and posi- 
tion in sports car history. 

e. The interchange of ideas and suggestions with 
other Porsche Clubs throughout the world and 
in such other cooperation as may seem desir- 
able. 

f. The establishment of such mutually coopera- 
tive relationships as may seem desirable with 


other Sports Car Clubs. 


If any group of Porsche owners feels that it can do 
a better job than we hope to do, and is willing to put 
in the man-hours without compensation doing it, we 
will gladly give it the job...lock, stock and cam fol- 
lower. Just keep our names on the mailing list. 

It is our sincere desire to bring all individual 


Porsche owners as well as local and regional groups 
of owners into a common organization dedicated to the 
promotion of good sportsmanship, genial fellowship and 
Porsche knowledge for the benefit of all. If that can 
be accomplished, all hands can then say to themselves 
‘*Well Done’’. It will be credit enough. 


em 


on 


the 


and 
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Further, ‘‘Any person 18 years of age or over, who 
owns or is a co-owner of a Porsche, may become a 
member of the Porsche Club of America upon presen- 
tation of an executed application, payment of dues, 
and acceptance by the membership committee.’’ 


The Potomac Region of the Porsche Club of 
America has been organized as a regional club of the 
national club with the following elected officers: Wm. 
J. Sholar, President; Karl Grimm, Vice-President; T. 
Kendall Twigg, Secretary; J. P. T. Pearman, Treas- 
urer. Although this original ‘‘gripe-group’’ has been 
mainly responsible for the organization and launching 
of the Porsche Club of America, we have done so 
only because no one else has been working at the job. 
We have not felt that we should assume the preroga- 
tive of leadership of a national club since we believe 
thoroughly in the democratic principle. We will con- 
tinue the work of organization and direction however, 
until April of 1956 at the latest. By that time there 
should be many regional groups organized throughout 
the country and many more ‘‘isolated’’ members. The 
national membership as a whole, or regional dele- 
gates, should then meet together (let’s make it a 
Rallye) and ELECT their own national officers and 
ratify or amend their own constitution. 


Meanwhile the PCA has been officially recognized 
and endorsed by the Porsche Representatives and the 
Porsche Works. We have had several meetings with 
the factory representatives and believe that c. and d. 
of the Objectives are well on the way to realization, 
although we know that it will take time and patience 
and that we cannot expect miracles over night. 


We will be glad to send copies of the constitution 
of the Potomac Region to groups that want to organize. 
The only prerequisite for a local club, however, is 
that it must subscribe to the Objectives and Member- 
ship Rules of the national PCA. Otherwise it should 
be entirely autonomous. 

We hope that every member will receive many bene- 
fits from participation in the PCA. If we will all 
share our knowledge, we will increase the joys of 
Porsche-ring. 


HOW TO ORDER 


As you know, the first Objective of the PCA is to 
improve the Parts, Service and Maintenance situation. 
We have learned of several cases where the owner has 
been as much to blame as have the dealers for delays 
and errors. If PCA members, as a beginning, will 
order parts properly it will do much to correct matters. 


When ordering parts, be sure to give the correct cat- 
alog part number as well as an accurate description of 
the part. Complete details of the car should also be 
given such as engine number, body-style and number 
and year of make. Your Porsche dealer should have 
complete, up-to-date Porsche Parts Catalogs. You can 
also get a Parts Catalog for your own use... they’re 
handy to have around... and the price is only $7.50, 
plus postage. Your dealer should also have the new 
Porsche Shop Manual in English... $7.50 also... should 
be part of every owner’s equipment. Some sections of 
the manual are still being translated and will be for- 
warded as completed. 


There is no excuse for delay in obtaining parts, 
provided you order them correctly. Hoffman will AIR 
MAIL parts out to you COD the same day that the order 
is received in New York. Correct address for ordering 
parts, catalogs, manuals etc. is: 


Hoffman Motor Car Co. Inc. 
405 East 76th Street 
New York 21, N.Y. 
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Please report to us the circumstances of any unusual 
delay. Perhaps we will be able to “‘light a fire’’. Also, 
let us know the FACTS in cases of poor or incompetent 
service from dealers. The factory is interested in ob- 
taining the facts and PCA members can be of great 
service in this direction. This not a ‘‘police’’ action on 
our part but a sincere effort to aid the factory in improv- 
ing dealer service and relationships. And above all, if 
you have a dealer that gives GOOD service let us know 
about that. We will publish a running list of member- 
RECOMMENDED service sources so that we will all 
know where to go when touring. 


NATIONAL RALLY 


To date, most of the members of the Porsche Club 
of America are concentrated on the East Coast, in the 
Central Great Lakes region and in California. Is there 
enough interest among the members to stage an annual 
National Porsche Rally... either at a central location 
or alternating between those or other regions where 
there may be enough members to justify it? What is 
your reaction... pro and con? If its pro, when and 
where should such a rally be held? How long should 
it be? If your region were selected by the PCA mem- 
bers as a rally site would you be willing to do the 
““dirty work’’ of charting the course, arranging accom- 
modations, listening to the cussing of those who de- 
toured via Dallas instead of Detroit? If its con, do you 
think it would be more feasible to hold annual or semi- 
annual rallies on a regional basis, using comparable 
type instructions, courses, etc. and determine the 
national winners on a point system? We’re just asking. 
Its your baby... so sound off. 


CAUGHT IN THE SWITCHES 


A member with a ’55 Speedster has been up to his 
ears in switch trouble. At 1500 miles the horn switch 
went on the blink. At 3,000 miles the oil temperature 
switch died. At 4,000 miles he made the startling dis- 
covery at an inopportune time that he could rheostat his 
headlights up or down... but not the dash light. Is 
this just one man’s trouble or have others experienced 
the same thing? If so, the word should be passed to the 
factory. Incidentally, the member reports that the “‘hot’’ 
wire running from the battery to the ignition passes 
THRU the light switch. He surmises that if the light 
switch had burned out entirely der Porsche would have 
promptly quit... probably on a back road at 0200. Asa 
precaution he now carries a spare light switch (about 
$2.50). Sounds like a good investment, 


HARDTOPS FOR SPEEDSTERS 





Speedster owners will be glad to see this. Its a 
beautiful HARD TOP made of fiberglas. The picture 
shows it installed on Don Horst’s Porsche... Don is 
Porsche representative on the west coast. The Hard 
Top comes complete with rubber extrusions and neces- 
sary fittings and the wind-wing on the rear quarter of 
the window is also included. The interior is flocked in 
gray or tan and the Top may be ordered in Porsche 
White, Red or Silver. It retails for $285.00 including 
tax. Made by GLASSPAR Company, 19101 Newport 
Avenue, Santa Ana, Califomia. 
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PANORAMA STAFF 


Editor-in-chief 
R. Gamble Mann 


Technical editor 
Ray Pitts 


Technical advisor 
Herbert Linge 


Production manager 
Wm. J. Sholar 


Contributors this Issue 
Gene Bussian, Wisconsin 
Allan Pierson, Florida 
Richard K. Thompson Jr., D. C. 
Fred Schulenberg, D. C. 
Gene Rideout, Washington 


SOLEX CARBURETORS 


Distributor for Solex carburetors is Autocessories 
Ltd., Warsaw, Indiana. These folks will really co- 
operate. Be sure to give your carb numbers when 
writing for info. They have special kits for repair. 
The kits for the PBI-32 including all gaskets, replace- 
ments for pump etc. are only $4.50 per kit. 


SUBSTITUTE SHOCKS 
If original Shock Absorbers give out here’s a good 
substitute. Munro-matic Shocks, Stock No. KB-18167 
made by the Monroe Equipment Co., Monroe, Michigan. 
These fit almost exactly, with a small modification. 
Several owners have had them installed... ata 
SAVING. They cost about $8.00 each. 


WE RECOMMEND 


The following dealers have been recommended 
by members as giving good and competent service 
on Porsches. You can use them with confidence 
when touring. Please send in the names of your 
dealers. . . those that you can personally rec- 


ommend. 


Olympia Motors Inc. 
6858 N, Fairfax Dr., Arlington 13, Va. 


Wm. Wuestenhagen 


A. J. Pierson Sales & Service 
1024 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, Fla. 
Allan J. Pierson 


International Motors 
8110 Germantown Ave., Chestnut Hill, Phila., 
Pa. 
Dick Tolland 


Volkswagen Washington Inc. 
Seattle, Wash. 


Imported Motor Car Co. 
Hoopeston, IIlinois 


Import Motors 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Sports Center 
Empire Way, Seattle, Wash. 
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HERE’S THE LOW DOWN 
ON THE NEW LINE-UP 


Specifications for the new Porsche lines are shown 
in the columns at the right. The Carrera may be had 
in the Coupe, Convertible or Speedster body styles and 
the latest dope that we can get on prices is that it wiil 
be $2,000 over the prices for the 1500 Normal. As you 
can see from the pix on the front cover, the Carrera is 
the basic 550 with the transmission switched to the 
front as in the 1500s. Where the SCCA will classify 
this BOMB. . . production 1500. . . we can only guess 
at this point. The first deliveries are supposed to be 
around the middle of December. 


With the advent of the 1600 models, Porsche will no 
longer produce the 1500 line. (Don’t worry, parts are 
still available and the main changes are in block and 
pistons anyway). Prices for the 1600 are same as for 
the 1500s. BUT. . . you get a lot more! Horse power 
for the Normal is increased to 70 and the Super gets 88. 
(The Carrera rates at 115 and these are all American 
SAE HP.) 


While the bodies remain essentially the same, a 
number of refinements have been incorporated. 

New panoramic windshield. 

Floor lowered 35 mm. 

Electric fuel gage on dash 

Idling adjustment on dash 

Trip indicator has 1/10 mile digit (at last). 

Combined ignition and starter switch. 

Push-pull hand brake 

Headlight flasher. 

Circle horn ring 

The ride has been ‘‘softened’’ with no loss of 
roadability. Tires are 5.60 x 15 and new engine and 
transmission mountings reduce noise. The rear shocks 
are positioned vertically (same as in the Spyder), and 
steering, tie-rods, and stabilizer have been redesigned. 
All-told it looks as though Porsche will have no diffi- 
culty in retaining the lead in All departments with the 
1956 offerings. 


WIPERS WORKING? 

Eugene Rideout of Bellingham, Washington where it 
DOES rain, has some good advice about maintaining 
windshield wiper machanisms. Gene burned out the 
motor during the warranty period. When he received 
a new one, he repacked the gear case with a light 
grade of Lubri-plate. It worked. . . no more trouble. 
This would probably apply to cold weather climates 
as well as rainy ones. 

REPLACEMENT RUBBER 

For average driving (but not racing) the best bet in 
TIRES for your car are Sears Roebuck motorcycle 
tires. Only $13.95 in most areas. 





. 
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SPEEDSTER 





CARRERA 


356 A / 1500 GS 





SPYDER 
550 1500 RS 





Type 


356A 1 1300 } 356 A/ 1300S | 3564/1600 | 356A/ 1600S 





Design 


Bore (mm) 
Stroke (mm) 
Piston displacement (c.c.) 
Max. H. P. at R. P. M. 
Compression ratio 


Transmission 


4-cylinder, 4-cycle, Boxer type rear engine, 


air-cooled 
74,5 74,5 82,5 82,5 
74 74 74 74 
1290 1290 1582 1582 
44/4200 60/5500 60 / 4500 75/5000 
6,5:1 82:1 | 75:1 85:1 


4 forward speeds, | reverse, fully synchronized 








Fuel tank located under front hood, contains 52 Itr (Sres.) 

Empty weight (kg) 850 850 850 850 

Top speed (km/h) 145 160 160 | 175 
(m.p.h.) 90 100 100 110 

Type 3564/1300 | 356A/ 1300S | 3564/1600 | 356A/ 16005 

Design 4-cylinder, 4-cycle, Boxer type rear engine, 

air cooled 

Bore (mm) 74,5 74,5 82,5 82,5 

Stroke (mm) 74 74 74 74 

Piston displacement (c.c.) 1290 1290 1582 1582 

Mox. H. P. at R. P.M. 44/4200 60/5500 60/4500 75/5000 

Compression ratio 6.5:1 8.2:1 7.5:1 8.5:1 


Transmission 


4 forward speeds, | reverse, fully synchronized 

















Fuel tank located under front hood, contains 52 itr (5 res.) 

Empty weight (kg) 850 850 850 850 

Top speed (km/h) 145 160 160 175 
(m.p.h.) 90 100 100 110 

Type 356 A/ 1600 356 A/ 1600 S 

Design 4-cylinder, 4-cycle, Boxer type rear engine, 

air cooled 

Bore (mm) 82,5 82,5 

Stroke (mm) 74 74 

Piston displacement (c.c.} 1582 1582 

Max. H. P. at R. P.M. 60/4500 75/5000 

Compression ratio 7.5:1 85:1 


Transmission 


4 forward speeds, | reverse, fully synchronized 








Fuel tank located under front hood, contains 52 Itr (5 res.) 
Empty weight (kg) 760 760 
Top speed (km/h) 160 175 
(m.p-h.) 100 110 
Type 356 A/ 1500 GS (Carrera) 
Design 4-cylinder, 4-cycle, Boxer type rear engine, 
air-cooled, 4 overhead camshafts driven 
by kingshafts (vertical shafts) 
Bore (mm) 85 
Stroke (mm) 66 
Piston displacement (c.c.) 1498 
Max. H. P. at R. P.M 100 / 6200 
Compression ratio 8,7:1 


Transmission 


4 forward speeds, | reverse, fully synchronized 








Fuel tank located under front hood, contains 52 Itr. (5 res.) 
Empty weight (kg) 880 (Speedster 790) 
Top speed (km/h) 200 
(m.p.h.) rs 125 
ype 5£0/ 1500 RS (Spyder) 
Design 4-cylinder, 4-cycle, Boxer type rear engine, 
air-cooled, 4 overhead camshafts driven 
by kingshafts (vertical shafts) 
Bore imm) 85 
Stroke (mm) 66 
Piston displacement (c.c.) 1498 
Mox. H. P.at R. P.M. 110/620 
Compression ratio 95:1 


Transmission 


Fuel tank 
Empty weight (kg) 
Top speed (km/h) 


(m.p.h.) 





4 forward speeds. | reverse, fully synchronized 
located under front hood, contains 90 Itr. 
685 
220 
140 





be | 





THE NAMES, THE PLACES, A 


Below are listed members of the PCA complete Fred W. Schulenberg 
as of press-time this issue. Each month, new 3701 Connecticut Ave. 
member’s names and addresses will be published. 
Keep your lists on file and up to date. ee ta John L. Strauss, Col., Us 
; ; : 2230 47th St., N.W. 
in a region and locality can track one another 
down, get together and set up local or regional Dr. Richard K. Thompson 
clubs. At this time, it does not seem advisable 3731 48th St., N.W. 
to specify fixed regions. This will have to wait 
until the concentration of members geographically FLOR 
has been more accurately determined. The only —— en 
requirements for regional PCA clubs are; that 1008 Madison Ave.. Or 
the members belong to the national PCA; that the ‘ 
local club subscribe to the OBJECTIVES of the Dr. Thomas C. Butt 
national PCA. Otherwise, regional clubs should 290 Holden Ave., Orla 


be autonomous. Allan James Pierggn 


P. O. Box 30, ando 


A. E. Beling 
CALIFORNIA 1710 Fifth Avedl Zeph: 
Henry T. Bailey LOUIS! 
Everett C. Compher Sr., Md. P. O. Boz 106, Arnold C. Pitt Browne Jr. 
Ralph S. Kelley Jr. 701 Baronne St., New | 
CGC BALSAM (WAGL-62), Box 1019, Eureka 


C, J. Fernandez 
Paul D. Madigan 6403 Arts Street, New 
6800 Delaware, La Mesa 
KANS 


Jack R. Jones ; 
7208 Premium, Long Beach 8 David M. Kiser, M.D. 


; W. 74th T : 
Fred Cunningham 8615 th Terrace, | 


3221 London St., Los Angeles 26 MARYL 
Robert I. Kennedy Everett C. Compher Sr. 

5202 Monterey Way, Sacramento 6 Jonquil Lane, Baltim 
Wm. Robert Shaffer Robert C. Decker Sr. 

4453 39th St., San Diego 16 207 Edgevale Road, Bs 
Richard W. Haynes Ray A. Wilcox 

3576 Luna Ave., San Diego 17 10 Mohican Drive, Fo 
Lt. JG Bruce M. Newlan Karl Grimm 


USS Pittsburgh (CA-72) c/o FPO San Francisco 3821 Lawrence Ave., | 
George R. Tuttle E tH tt 
351 California St., San Francisco "4140 Bradley Blvd., C 


Robert L. Stern 
1472 Filbert St., San Francisco 


Martin M. Herzog MASSACHI 
971 Paloma Ave., Stockton 4 Peactt ¥, tnPomwe 
CDR Jesse F. Adams, MC USN 499 Farm Road, Marlbo 
U.S. Naval Hospital, Mare Island, Vallejo Otto Bresky Jr. 
112 Waban Hill Road, ! 
CONNECTICUT eee 
Norman L. Milliard Frederick Bradley 
134 Greenwood St., East Hartford Hotel Wendell-Sherwoo 
David L. DeWolfe Micui 
223 Garden St., Hartford 5 
k E, Merriman 
Henry A. Scheel Jac h 
Mason’s Island, Mystic 47 Eldredge St. @Battle 
June Syze 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 8571 Birwood, Detroit 
Robert Elliott G. G. Stonehouse, M.D. 
. 1248 31st Se., N.W. 408 Medical Arts Bldg. 
x J. P. T. Pearman Norman A, Dunn 
F 3825 Davis Place, N.W. W. E, Dunn Mfg. Co., I 
Bob Stern, California, Andre E. Rheault Norma J. Feller 
(His two sweethearts) 1225 Potomac St., N.W. 1610 Eagle St., Niles 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
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toad, Marlboro 
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adley 
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MICHIGAN 


iman 
re St. Battle Creek 


90d, Detroit 


ouse, M.D. 
ul Arts Bldg., Grand Rapids 


unn 
1 Mfg. Co., Holland 


ler 
» St., Niles 


Eugene B. Kent 
625 Topinabee Rd., Niles 


W. R. Hocking 
3140 Niagra, Wayne 
MISSOURI 


Merle I. Gray 
2509 Westport Rd., Independence 


Waller D. Austin 
208 East Main St., Sedalia 
NEW JERSEY 
David Preis 
260 Liberty Ave., Hillsdale 


Joseph Hilton 
102 Jefferson St., Hoboken 


Gerald T. White 
Westlawn, Montville 


Edwin Hewitt 
Institute of Advanced Study, Princeton 


E. Eugene Broberg 
217 Hazel Ave., Westfield 


NEW YORK 


Paul Wiener 
2795 Shore Parkway, Brooklyn 


Anthony J. Davino, M.D. 
115-02 221st St., Cambria Heights 11, L.I. 


Chauncey E. Norton 
Seven Mile Drive, Ithica 


Leonard Ladin 
144 West 86th St., New York 24 


John J. Markon 
2094 Ryer Ave., New York 57 


Harold S. Swan Jr. 
270 Highbrook Ave., Pelham 


Sidney S. Magid 
110-37 207th St., Queens Village 29 


Stephen G, Clarke 
855 Lancaster Ave., Syracuse 


Warren M. Brown 
83-15 98th St., Woodhaven 21, L.I. 


OHIO 
E. Paul Stephens 
627 Hawthorne Lane, Mansfield 
OKLAHOMA 
Garey L. Noble 
5214 So. St. Louis, Tulsa 
PENNSYLVANIA 


John H. Schroeder 
5 Indian Way, R.D. 2, Malvern 


Allan C. Dodge 
Box 71, Media 


James R. Bernadin, M.D. 
552 N. 63rd St., Philadelphia 31 


P, F. Cowan 
Box 142, Phoenixville 


Drift to Page 9 


erald T. White, New Jersey 
(He has a Coupe too!) 


Norman A, Dunn, Michigan 


C. F. McIntosh, Vermont 


ee, 


Bob Kennedy, California 
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The Flying *‘Doc”’ 
Wins Rallys As 
Well as Races. 
Mrs. Thompson, 
Dick, and Porsche 
on Midnight Frost 
Bite Rally. 















RACING THE PORSCHE SUPER 





Dr. Richard K. Thompson, Jr. 


Early in 1953, *‘Doc’’ Thompson took delivery of 
the second 1500 Super Convertible to arrive in this 
country. In that and the following year, Dick raced it 
with spectacular success, tying for Ist place as 
national class F driver. Some of bis more important 
wins were: Bridgehampton, Ist in class and overall; 
Lockbourne Air Force Base, Ist in class and overall; 
Savannah, Ist in class; Andrews Air Force Base, 
three Ists in class; Watkins Glen, 2nd in class. 


It seemed like the end of an era when, after this 
impressive record, Dick sold his Porsche this year 
and started to pile up “"C’’ points with his neu 
Jaguar XK-140. We can only hope that perhaps the 
new Carrera will entice Dick back into the fold. He 
is now Regional Executive, Washington, D. C., SCCA 
and honorary member of the Porsche Club of America. 


In setting up for racing, it should be remembered 
that each Porsche has its own particular and peculiar 
characteristics and that tuning one Porsche for best 
performance does not mean that the same tune will 
bring top performance from the next Porsche. 


F or racing and general driving, I have used Harley 
Davidson Motorcycle tires. They have a lot of rubber 
and | like the tread carried up the side walls. This 
extra tread seems to add a fraction more traction for 
hard cornering with the Porsche swing-axle set up. | 
use factory recommended tire pressures: 25 psi front 
and 30 psi rear on most courses; 30 and 35 for a course 
with long straights and where lateral stability is not 
too much of a factor; and 21 and 26 for a slick course 
where maximum traction is a must. 


Final tuning is done on race day, if possible, but 
always at the location of the course, since Porsche 
carburetion is extremely sensitive to humidity and 
atmospheric pressures. I use an ignition timing setting 
2° ahead of factory recommendation as this gives top 
performance for my engine. 


Selecting spark plugs of the correct heat range is 
probably the most important step in race-tuning. This 
can only be done through the trial and error method of 
checking the spark plug ‘‘picture’’ after full accelera- 
tion under load. To repeat once more, since every 
Porsche has its own characteristics, the plugs giving 
best performance for my Super would not necessarily 
provide similar results for another Porsche. Each 
cylinder in my Super takes a plug of a different heat 
range. In the #1 cylinder, I use an F-70; in the #2 an 
F-50; in the #3 and #4 F-80s. At Nassau, an F-100 
worked best in the #4 cylinder. 


As for lubrication, I use any good grade engine oil 
SAE 30 both summer and winter since I can keep the 
car garaged in cold weather. In low temperatures, 
SAE 20 would be better. For racing, I change to 
SAE 50. 


Driving techniques for racing have to be modified 
or adapted to the car and the course. in general, the 
characteristics of the car will determine driving 
techniques. Regardless of the make of car, I have 
always believed that the driver in front has the ad- 
vantage so I always try to get out there from the very 
first. The terrific acceleration of the Super helps me 
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do that. The lead driver always has more room on the 
first two or three turns and fromthere on has the ad- 
vantages that should keep him in the lead to the finish 
line. Psychologically its a lot easier to hold a lead 
than it is to pass. 


Since most races, long or short, are won on the 
corners and not the straights, it is here that the charac- 
teristics of the Porsche can be used to utmost advantage. 
The fantastic Porsche brakes will let you do things on 
a corner that would be quite impractical in any other 
car. In the Super, I can go much deeper into a corner 
before cutting off than in any other car. Then because 
the brakes are so good, I let them do ALL the work of 
deceleration and don’t shift down till after I’m in the 
corner and ready to accelerate out. This is possible 
in the Porsche, since engine drag is minor and the 
brakes can take the full load of deceleration. Again, 
a Porsche characteristic is the ease with which it 
goes into a drift, not too difficult to control, leaving 
more time for me to concentrate on the exact timing 
of down-shift and acceleration out. 

To repeat the sequence I like to use for cornering 
the Porsche: 1. full power up to the very edge of the 
turn in whatever gear may be required; 2. full, even 
braking with no down-shift; 3. drift to last split 
second of deceleration; 4. down-shift and accelerate 
out. In more than two years of racing, I used the 
original brake lining and had to renew the lining on 
the rear wheels only towards the end. 


Things can happen though. . even to the Porsche. 
I had to learn the hard way that the brake drums have 
to be warmed up before heavy breaking. On the 
Porsche drums, the inner steel band and the outer 
alloy drum have different coefficients of expansion. 
Sudden, hard braking, without previous warm-up may 
cause the steel and alloy bands to separate leaving 
no brakes at all. This happened to me twice before 
I learned to make sure the brakes were warmed up 
before racing. 


The Porsche is a wonderfully satisfying car to 
drive and race. With good care and maintenance it 
will never let you down, in fact it seems to want to 
help you win and will always do more than its share. 
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OIL FILTER INSTALLATION 

A member writes in on how to save money on the 
Oil Filter Installation. 1953 cars did not have the 
oil-filter as original equipment. The dealer price for 
parts is about $33. for a Framm unit, lines and fittings. 
It seems that the Framm unit is standard American 
and the lines and fittings can be easily assembled. 
The whole thing will cost less than $20. if you do it 
yourself. 


RUBBER PRESERVATIVE 


On early Porsches, the rubber moulding around the 
swivel vent window and the strips on the door windows, 
have a bad habit of splitting, rotting and falling apart. 
A little GLYCERINE rubbed on these rubber strips 
will keep them soft, pliable, and preserve the life of 
the rubber. 


Potomac Region Lining Up at West Parking, Pentagon for ‘‘Rally of Reverses’’ 
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This column will provide technical assistance to 
members. Since the majority of Porsche owners are not 
expert mechanics, yet desire to perform at least the 
simpler maintenance operations, the information or in- 
structions offered here will be in simple or elementary 
form. 


Aside from the information contained in the Porsche 
Operator’s Booklet, the Shop Manual and the Parts 
Catalog, there has been little published on how-to-do- 
what to the little air-cooled ‘‘beasts’’ to keep them in 
top running condition. We hope that this column will 
supply some missing information and will serve to clar- 
ify some of the mis-information presently going around. 
The intent is to make all information as accurate and 
complete as possible. Where necessary, a factory 
check will be made before publication of vital data. 


We are keenly aware that members may have dis- 
covered a better way to do something than may be de- 
scribed here. We can only learn the latest tricks by 
hearing about them. So information from all is so- 
licited... we all want to share our knowledge. We will 
try to find an answer to your problem... when we know 
you have one. 


The following article on TUNING bas been written 
by Al Pierson, of Imported Motor Cars, Orlando, Flori- 
da Al bas attended the Porsche schools conducted by 
Hoffman and all the Porsche-pushers in the Florida 
region swear not at - but by bim. The article is in 3 
parts, parts 2 and 3 to follow in subsequent issues of 
Panorama, 


TUNING THE PORSCHE 
Part 1. 
Valve Tappet Adjustment 


Valve tappet clearances should be checked and ad- 
justed at every 3,000 miles of operation, and should be 
jone with the engine cold (70° or less). Locations will 
be given with the mechanic standing in back of and 
facing the car. Proceed as follows: 


1. Jack up right side of car and remove right rear 
wheel. 

2. Locate the valve cover... directly inboard of the 
right rear drum. 

3. Remove the valve cover clamp by prying DOWN 
with a heavy screwdriver. (Some oil will probably run 
out at this point which is O.K.) 

4. Remove the valve cover. 

5. Press off the two wire clamps that hold the dis- 
tributor cap in place and remove the distributor cap. 

6. Turn the engine over clockwise by hand, either 
by pulling on the fan belt or by using the wrench that 
fits the large nut on the fan belt pulley. Turn engine 
over until the distributor rotor points to 4 o’clock... a 
mark on the edge of the distributor body. At the same 
time, the TDC mark (Top Dead Center) on the fan belt 
pulley should line up with the seam in the crankcase. 

At this point, the valve clearances on the No. 1 
cylinder are ready to be checked. The positions of the 
cylinders on the Porsche are as follows: No. 1, right 
front; No. 2, right rear; No. 3, left front; No. 4, left 
rear. For each cylinder, the [Ntake valve is on the in- 
side of the bank and the EXhaust is on the outside or 
end of the bank. 

7. Check tappet clearances for No. 1 cylinder. The 
tappets are held by a set screw and locknut. Place a 
feeler gage of the correct thickness between the rocker 
arm and valve stem. (See the table at the end of this 
article for the correct clearances for YOUR engine). If 
the clearance is correct (the feeler gage should fit 
tightly), do not change the setting. If incorrect, loosen 
the locknut and tighten or loosen the set screw until 
the proper clearance is obtained. Then tighten the 
locknut. After the locknut is tightened, recheck the 
clearance. This job should be done slowly and care- 
fully to make certain that the correct clearance is ob- 
tained for both valve tappets. 

8. Check the tappet clearances for No. 2 cylinder. 
First turn the engine over counterclockwise 180° or 
until the TDC mark is at the bottom. Then check and 
adjust the tappet clearances as described above. When 
tappets for both No. 1 and No. 2 cylinders have been 
properly adjusted, replace the valve cover making cer- 
tain that the gasket inside the cover is in good condi- 
tion and in place. Replace the valve cover clamp. 
Replace the right rear wheel and let the car down off 
the jack. Jack up the left side of the car and remove 
the left rear wheel. Remove the hold-down clamp on 
the left valve cover and remove the left valve cover. 
Rotate the engine counterclockwise again 180°. The 
TDC mark on the fan belt pulley will now be at the top 
again and lined up with the crankcase seam. The tap- 
pet clearances for the No. 3 cylinder can now be ad- 
justed. 

9. Check the ta ppet clearances for No. 3 cylinder. 
Make this adjustment as described above. After ad- 
justment, rotate the engine 180° till the TDC mark on 
the pulley is again at the bottom. 


TAPPET CLEARANCES For 1500 ENGINES ONLY 


Type lnteke cities Exhevet Engine No. Push Rod 
546 Normal -004 -004 up to 32239 Steel 
546 Normal -008 -006 from 32240 Aluminum 
528 Super .006 .004 up to 40621 Steel 
528 Super .008 -006 from 40622 Aluminum 

For the 3-Piece Crankcase (1955 Model) 

546/2 Normal -004 -004 up to P-35191 Steel 
546/2 Normal 004 -006 from P-35192 Steel 
528/2 Super -004 -004 up to P-41281 Steel 
528/2 Super .004 -006 from P-41282 Steel 
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10. Check tappet clearances for the No. 4 cylinder 
as described above. After making adjustments care- 
fully for tappet clearances on the No. 3 and 4 cylinders, 
replace the left valve cover and the valve cover clamp. 
Replace the wheel and let the car down off the jack. 
Replace the distributor cap. The engine is now ready 
for operation. Check the valve covers for oil leaks be- 
fore driving. 


The table above gives tappet clearances by ENGINE 
NUMBERS. Since so much confusion has existed as to 
proper clearances, the factory has compiled the above 
data to clarify and correct existing specs. So far as 
we know, this is the first time this information has been 
available in this form. If any owner discovers discrep- 
ancies, please let us know at once. 


In late 1953, the factory began to furnish valve 
clearances for each engine, placed either on the far 
shrouding or distributor cap. Despite the markings 
and the data furnished, there have been cases where 
dealers have changed push rods during overhaul and 
have not replaced with rods of original material. Push 
rods can be tested with a magnet... if attracted, they 
are steel... if repelled they are aluminum. (Another 
article in this issue tells how to remove push rods). 


The factory advises that there is little to gain by 
changing from steel to aluminum push rods or vice ver- 
sa, provided the proper clearances are checked at the 
proper intervals. Correct valve adjustments will as- 
sure longer engine life and better performance. Part 2 
of this article on TUNING will cover Ignition Timing 
and Spark Plugs and will appear in the next issue of 


the Panorama, 


CAM FOLLOWER CHECK UP 


One of the more serious troubles that has happened 
to many Porsches of ‘54 or earlier, is cam follower 
wear. The cam followers (often called tappets) are 
attached to the ends of the push rods and contact and 
ride on the lobes of the camshaft. In some cases, 
wear has been as much as .100 inches at the contact 
end resulting in wear and grooving of the camshaft 
lobes. Since this can be expensive, the following 
instructions for preventive inspection may be helpful 
to owners of ‘53s and 54s. 

Symptoms of this disease are, excessive tappet 
noise which cannot be corrected by proper tappet 
clearance adjustment, loss of compression, failure to 
hold correct tappet clearances. 

Causes of the trouble might be incorrect tappet 
clearances. It is suspected, though not proven; that 
breakdown of the cam followers could be due to the 
type of oil used. Since the factory modified the cam 
followers in late ‘53 and now furnishes a new type, it 
can be assumed that the fault was in the metal of the 
old cam followers. 

Remedy for the disease: Check cam followers at 
least every 6,000 miles. If worn slightly, replace with 
new type followers. If worn excessively, have canr- 
shaft checked by reliable dealer and replace camshaft, 
if necessary, as well as followers. 


REMOVAL, INSPECTION and REPLACEMENT 
of CAM FOLLOWERS 
(For Porsches of ‘54 and earlier only) 


1. Jack up car and remove rear wheel and valve 
cover. 

2. Remove the two rocker arm assembly hold-down 
bolts with a 17 mm wrench. This will loosen the 
rocker arm assembly. 


Remove the rocker arm assembly, being careful to 
hold the rocker arms, shaft, springs and washers 
all together when laying it aside. 


- Pull out each push rod with follower attached and 


be sure to arrange them so that they will be re- 
turned to the same tube from which each was re 
moved. 


- Inspect the bottom ends of the cam followers for 


wear, ridges or grooves. All followers will proba- 
bly not be worn to the same degree. However, if 
the follower for the intake valve on the No. 1 
cylinder is worn, the opposite follower, for the in- 
take valve on the No. 3 cylinder, will probably be 
worn in a like manner. 

If the followers are not worn at all, all is well. If 
they are only slightly worn, it will probably be 
safe to replace only the cam followers with new 
ones at this time and have the camshaft checked 
at the next inspection of followers. If several of 
the followers are badly worn, or scored, install 
the same followers and, as soon as possible, have 
an authorized dealer inspect the camshaft and, if 
necessary, replace it with a new one and install 
new followers. 

Followers are attached to end of rod with a ball 
and socket. To install the cam follower, first 
separate it from the rod....it will snap easily out 
of the ball-joint. Note that one side of the lower 
end of the follower is flat. This flat side must be 
guided into the cam follower guide with a follower 
guide tool. A hack-saw blade or similar piece of 
metal can be used as a follower guide tool. Note 
that the top end of the cam follower is slotted. 
The end of the guide tool should fit into this slot 
so that the follower can be turned and guided into 
the cam follower guide. 


Drop the cam follower only into the tube from which 
it was taken...It will fall down and rest on the 
follower guide. Then insert the guide tool in the 
tube carefully so that the end fits into the slot in 
the cam follower. Now turn the follower carefully 
and when the flat side is lined up properly, the 
follower will slip down into the guide. You can- 
not see the cam follower guide so do this slowly 
and carefully and do not use force. When the cam 
follower is properly seated in the guide, remove 
the guide tool. 

Insert the same push rod that came out of the tube 
into the tube until it snaps into the socket in the 
end of the follower. Repeat steps 7 thru 9 for the 
other 3 cam followers of the bank. New cam 
followers may be positioned in any tube but old 
followers and push rods must be installed in the 
same tube from which they were removed. 


. Install the rocker arm assembly, making sure that 


the ends of the 4 push rods are seated properly in 
the rocker arm sockets. Tighten the rocker arm 
assembly holddown bolts to about 36 foot-pounds. 
(This is about as tight as you can pull by hand 
with a tensinch wrench). 

IMPORTANT. The last and most important step 
is to check valve tappet clearances. Instructions 
for doing this are given in the article on TUNING, 
elsewhere in this issue. 


Repeat the above steps for the cam followers in 
the opposite bank. Before installing valve covers 
it is advisable to start the engine and observe if 
oil is circulating properly through the followers 
and rods. If it is not, it is possible that some ob- 
struction may have gotten into the oil channels in 
followers or rods, while handling. Recheck and 
blow out obstruction with compressed air. Install 
valve covers. 
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RUDIMENTARY RALLY-ITIS 


Many of the members of the Potomac Region were 
novices at our Ist Rallye (but different now). We 
thought thgt maybe some of you “‘Old-Timers’’ would 
get a bang out of what ‘‘First-Timer’’ Fred Schulen- 
berg has to say about his impressions. 


The late President Jefferson looked stonily down 
from his Memorial as noisy little Porsches or, to 
quote TIME; ‘‘Inverted soup spoons’’, lined up below 
on a sunny, but also very early Sunday morning. 

Some drivers came equipped with Opsiometers, 
Tachiamedians (ha!) slide rules and other computing 
instruments, leaving the rest of us wide-eyed and 
bewildered. On the other hand, the gentleman who 
walked around asking where the spark plugs were lo- 
cated in his car - there had been rumors, vile rumors 
cheered us as much as much as the Speedster that 
came equipped with a large, old-fashioned and con- 
fidence-inspiring alarm clock. Hope was not lost 
for humanity. 

As we disappeared into the hills of Virginia I 
found out that they are rolling hills indeed. Also, 
one could not help feeling that it seems odd that we 
have the urge of making a friendly pleasure trip into 
the country so complicated. My wife, navigating 
heroically, was brooding over my last strategic advice 
‘all you have to do is to keep on the right road at the 
right speed...’’ Busy computing kilometers into miles, 
establishing average speeds, adding up mileage, 
checking the map and guiding the driver, racking her 
brains to remember ‘‘names of the presidents’ wives,’”’ 
she was given proof of my gratitude in the form of fiery 
looks when we had missed a turn on road number 736 
or the green light following ‘‘...curn right on fork, pro- 
ceed 0.8 miles then left on 672, left again at second 
light; acknowledge Jimmy Dummermunkel..’’ 


Most of us managed to keep in touch with one or 
several of the other cars. At least, they saw the 
silhouette of a sweating colleague in front or in the 
back. Not this team, which, faced with mounting Sun- 
day traffic, felt lost and forgotten. Lost we were, 
four times, costing us many miles and valuable time. 
We finally reached the Little Iron Bridge, goal for the 
first part of the event and were given three minutes to 
recover and start off anew. 


While the first part of the rally had been based on 
cryptic, written instructions the second test required 
navigating over myriads of rural roads charted on a 
map given each driver. For most of us this was fairly 
smooth sailing and we reached the finish happy and 
exhausted, ignoring the long line of Porsches already 
parked there and snubbing their noses at us, and pro- 
ceeded to join the rest for lunch. 


After lunch, we proceeded to the Old Dominion Race 
Course at Manassas. We all, I believe, had expected 
a fairly empty and fairly clean track on which to en- 
gage in a little harmless acceleration trial over a 
quarter of a mile. The place we found was teeming 
with hot rodders and sports car fans, wrapped up in 
good, old Virginia dust. But although we had hoped 
for better conditions, the proud cavalcade of 1300’s, 
1500’s and Supérggdrove, up en bloc and bravely took 
its drag test among swarms of stock cars, MG’s, 
Healey’s, Jaf@ars and Allards, Motor Cycles and 
whatenot. The acceleration test proved, to those who 
still don’t want to believe it, that the Super is pretty 
good in acceleration too. Maybe Carl Grimm, one of 
the rare owners of the Super here, won only because 
he knows how to drive. But the question ‘‘can the 
Super beat the normal’’, usually resolved by “tyes, but 
only at higher speeds’’, was thus temporarily settled 


by a resounding ‘‘Yes’’. 


After we had finished the drag, we moved over to 
an unused track where some of us got busy putting up 
empty oil cans and flags for our Gymkhana. The test 
consisted of driving down a straight road, putting the 
roar to a complete stop, garaging it in reverse, then 
coming Out, going into a curve and following a long 
obstacle course in slalom fashion. The event was 
difficult but not so puzzling as to spread too much 
confusion in our ranks. A good many failed in the 
garaging test, some others seemed unable to get the 
right curve rhythm; they must have wanted to be else- 
where, far, far away as they heard the oil cans behind 
them slowly roll down the graded hill, it had the same 
effect as if they had lost their pants in a downtown 
street. This writer was not doing any better, he tried 
so hard not to collect any penalty points, that he for- 
got to come to a full stop at the finish, happily pass- 
ing the startled timer at the end of the course at full 
throttle. I rejoined the group with the modest smile 
of the victor to hear my wife hiss into my ear: ‘‘Why 
did you do THAT - you’re disqualified.’’ Exit the 
modest smile. 

Aside from some slightly scorched tires, it all 
passed very smoothly. One driver had released an 
especially pretty rattle of fallen cans, turned over the 
wheel of his Porsche to his wife and witnessed her 
taking the event almost without fault... No comment! 


UNORTHODOX PRESSURES 


Gene Bussian, Milwaukee, Wisconsin contributes 
his unusual ideas on tire pressures. What do you 
think? 

The evening before the Kansas City airport race, I 
was offered a ‘55 Super Speedster for a short road 
test. The owner, a Texas chap, was interested parti- 
cularly in my opinion of his brakes. 

We found a winding suburban road, and at one tight 
right angle corner I found myself in a broadslide for 
the first time in about 45,000 miles of Porsche driving. 
My first question was — WHAT TIRE PRESSURES DO 
YOU CARRY? His answer was — 30 lbs. in the rear 
and 24 in the front. 

Now, I know that this is close to the manual speci- 
fications, but here is something to try if you want to 
experiment. Try equal pressures in all four tires... 
about 30 lbs. Here is what you might find as a result: 
1. You can decelerate faster. 


Reason: The softer front tires with their greater 
traction formerly held better than the harder rear 
tires....thus formerly causing the rear to break 
away. The slight loss in traction with higher pres- 
sures in front is outweighed by the ease of stop- 
ping in a straight line. 


. You have better ‘‘feel’’ in the corner. 


Reason: The soft front tires formerly would 
‘track’? while the rears slid out from under. With 
equal pressures, the front tires will very closely 
indicate the traction to be expected from the rear 
wheels. This will prevent the car from surprising 
you and coming around from the rear, while your 
front tires hold on to the curve. 

I know there is plenty theory and fact to prove this 
theory all wet and back up the traditional tire pressure 
differential ~ but we do have a car which has most of 
the weight behind the midway point between the front 
and rear wheels. This mass needs extra control 
which can be achieved by equalizing the traction 
front and rear....especially in cornering. 

Although this pressure theory is one I use most in 
racing and gymkhamas, I also tour with equal pressure 
as a general safety factor. 








